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What is Land Use Law?
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Federal, State & Local Laws & Regulations
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Interdisciplinary
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The Enabling Laws
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Public Notice
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Citizen Engagement
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The Planning Commission
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The Comprehensive Plan
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The Comprehensive Plan – Long Range Land Use
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The Comprehensive Plan – Transit
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Capital Improvement Plan
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The Subdivision Ordinance
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Subdivision Plat
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Zoning Ordinances
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Zoning Districts
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Planning vs. Zoning
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Consistency With The Comprehensive Plan
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Zoning Administration
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Zoning Changes
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I-5



The Review Process
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Staff Report



Conditional Zoning: Proffer System
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Koontz Decision
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The 2016 Proffer Reform Law
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2019 Proffer Reform Legislation

SB1373

HB2342 
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Permitting: VUSBC

26



Approvals
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“Non-RUP” “COO”



Land Development Research Tools
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Loudoun Online 
Land Application 
System (LOLA)



Vested Rights, Zoning Letters (pg. 17)

• Vesting protects specific 

approved use against change in 

zoning

• Lawfully nonconforming (was 

allowed but isn’t anymore)

• Lot 

• Structure

• Use (“NCU”)
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• Statutory Vesting

• SAGA  (15.2-2307)

• Remedial vesting (15.2-2311)

• Zoning Letters

• Zoning Compliance Letter

• Zoning Interpretation, Determination, 

Decision



Case Law & Legislative Update 

Recent Cases – pp. 26 - 33

Legislative Updates – pp. 34 – 35

Appendix A – LIS Bill Summaries – pp. 36 - 40
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Questions?

Contact Karen L. Cohen at  
Protorae Law PLLC

Karen L. Cohen
Member

Protorae Law PLLC
kcohen@protoraelaw.com 

703.663.8065


